
Share in the suffering of Jesus 
to Intercede for Vocations

to the Priesthood

VOCATIONS

Comfort in Scripture

PR AYER
APOSTOLATE

Romans 8:18
“The sufferings of the present are nothing compared 

to the glory to be revealed in us”.

2 Corinthians 1:5
“For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so 
through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too”.

Colossians 1:24
“I rejoice in my suffering for your sake, and in my 

flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions 
for the sake of His body, that is, the Church”.

Romans 12:1
“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship.”

1 Peter 5:7
“Cast your cares on Him, for He cares for you!”

Intercede for priests
HELP THE CHURCH

In Melbourne, we have a need for more 
priests. Now, more than ever, your prayers for 
vocations are needed.
Even when illness prevents you from 
attending Mass, you are part of the Mystical 
Body of Christ! Your prayers, especially when 
united with Christ’s suffering, powerfully 
impact the Church throughout the world. 
Please intercede for more priests.



Good
Shepherd
Network

Right from your room
JOIN THE MISSION

The Vocation Prayer Apostolate, as a part of 
the Good Shepherd Network, is a spiritual 
army of women and men—many who are 
homebound, in hospitals, and in nursing 
homes—who offer up their suffering for an 
increase in priestly vocations.
 There is an ancient tradition of offering 
up suffering to God, beginning in the Old 
Testament and culminating with the sacrifice 
of Jesus on the cross. You, too, can join 
thousands of saints who have offered up their 
suffering for spiritual gain.

1. In your heart, “spiritually enrol” in the 
Vocation Apostolate to pray for vocations to 
the priesthood.
2. Each day, walk with Jesus in your pain and 
sorrow, just as He suffered and died for our 
salvation.
3. Offer your suffering for the men Jesus is 
calling to be His priests, praying that they hear 
and respond.
4. Each day at 3pm, the time of Our Lord’s 
death, (or at another time) pray the prayers in 
this brochure.

How to Participate

Prayer for Vocations

For Priestly Vocations

Lord Jesus, You willingly suffered a painful 
death for the sake of my salvation. Today I join 
my pain with Yours--my illness, my lonliness, 
my heartache--all for the sake of the souls in 
purgatory, and for an increase in vocations 

to the priesthood. Have pity on your servant, 
Lord, for to you I lift up my soul. Amen.

For Union with Jesus

Let not my abandonment, and my sorrow, 
and my bereavement go to waste. Gather up 

the fragments, and as the drop of water is 
absorbed by the wine at the offertory of the 
Mass, let my life be absorbed in You; let my 

little cross be entwined with Your Great Cross, 
so that I may purchase the joys of everlasting 

happiness in union with You. Amen.

Prayers of Suffering

O God, who chose the apostles 
to make disciples of all nations, 

and who by Baptism and Confirmation 
has called us to build up your Holy Church, 
we implore you to choose from among us, 
your children, many priests and religious 
who will love you with their whole hearts 

and will gladly spend their lives to make you 
better known and loved by all.

Through Christ Our Lord.
Amen

“Vocations are born in prayer and only in prayer 
can they persevere and bear fruit”

Pope Francis


